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Provenance

John Torboss Underhill
John Torboss Underhill Papers

The John Torboss Underhill papers measure approximately 0.5 linear ft
(34 folders, D-Series Box 1, and 8 folders, D-Series Box Oversized). The
subseries contains documents and other materials related to John Torboss
Underhill, his children, parents, and others, including Peter, Nicholas,
Lancaster, Effie M. and Lydia E Underhill; Peter Bonnett, Luke Torboss,
and Abijah Morgan. Papers include advertisements, bank checks, Bibles,
bonds, cash books, correspondence, deeds, invoices, maps, military
commissions and service certificates, mortgages, pamphlets, photographs,
promissory notes, stock certificates, and wills.

0.5 linear ft

All records are in English

The extant items (approx 100) were among the 260 items in an inventory that D.
Harris Underhill prepared at the time of John Torboss Underhill’s death in 1924:

“Inventory of the Paper Documents of the late Col. John T. Underhill
who died at the Home at 745 Classon Ave. Brooklyn NY May 16/1924
and buried in the Underhill Burying Ground at Locust Valley
(Matinecock N. Y.) at 12 noon on Monday May 19, 1924. Funeral
service on Sunday May 18, 1924 at 4 P.M.... This list to be submitted
to his son James T. Underhill for his inspection and disposal, in the
meantime they will be placed in the Underhill Soc. Library till such
time as James Thom Underhill can look it over. D. Harris Underhill
July 28/1924.”

Processing Information

Without specific documentation, it appears that former Society Archivist Julia Clarke
processed the John Torboss Underhill Papers as they now appear. An undated
photocopy of the material’s original 1924 inventory may have been prepared in
2003-2004 at the time that archivist John Catanzariti transcribed that manuscript with
the assistance of Gloria Tucker.
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Preferred Citation

John Torboss Underhill Papers. Underhill Society of America.

Subjects
Underhill Society of America

Subjects-Topical
Underhill burying ground (Locust Valley, N.Y.)
Underhill family

Types of Materials
Correspondence
Deeds
Military commissions
Printed material

Related Material
Related material found in the Society Archives includes the following subseries:
Captain John Underhill Monument, Matinecock (U-Series U-0011)
John Torboss Underhill, 31 President, 1905-1924 (U-Series U-0012)
D. Harris Underhill Papers, 1886-1936 (U-Series U-0013)

Biographical Note

John Torboss Underhill was born August 17, 1842, in New York City, NY, the son
of Lancaster Underhill (1805-1872) and Effie Maria Torboss (1814-1896). After
serving three enlistments in the Civil War, he was brevetted Lieutenant Colonel and,
after the war, commanded the 27t Regiment Infantry of New York State’s National
Guard. During his professional life he held various political offices in Westchester
County while remaining active in several Masonic chapters.

Underhill married Anna Maria Wood of New York City in 1866, and after her death
in 1876, married his second wife, Lydia Emma Thompson of Great Falls, NH.
Joining the Underhill Society in 1895, he became its third President ten years later
and held the office until his death in Brooklyn on May 16, 1924. He is buried in the
Underhill Burying Ground on Long Island.

Source: Underhill Society of America. Underhill Genealogy. 111, 660.
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Scope and Content Note

The John Torboss Underhill papers measure approximately 0.5 linear ft. The
subseries contains documents and other materials related to John Torboss Underhill,
his children, parents, and others, including Peter, Nicholas, Lancaster, Effie M. and
Lydia E Underhill; Peter Bonnett, Luke Torboss, and Abijah Morgan. Papers include
advertisements, bank checks, Bibles, bonds, cash books, correspondence, deeds,
invoices, maps, military commissions and service certificates, mortgages, pamphlets,
photographs, promissory notes, stock certificates, and wills.

Present are military commissions of Underhill’s grandfather, Peter Underhill , who
served in the New York State Horse Artillery, as well as Underhill’s own
commissions during the Civil War, and his son’ correspondence from Camp Lewis in
Washington in the 1920s.

There is also material pertinent to the construction and dedication of the Captain
John Underhill Monument on Long Island in 1908, including a typed letter signed by
President Theodore Roosevelt accepting an invitation to the opening ceremony in
July of that year.

See usad0000.pdf for an inventory of this subseries from D-0000-001 to D-0000-
250.

Arrangement
The John Torboss Underhill papers are arranged in 34 folders in D-Series Box 1.

There are an additional 8 oversized folders, D-Series Box Oversized:

+Folder 1: D-0000-002
+Folder 2: D-0000-001, -003, -004
+Folder 3: D-0000-005, -008
+Folder 4: D-0000-118
+Folder 5: D-0000-206, -217, -222
+Folder 6: D-0000-208, -211, -212, -213
+Folder 7: D-0000-216
+Folder 8: D-0000-218
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