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Miscellaneous Documents Collection
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Provenance

D. Harris Underhill
Miscellaneous Documents Collection

The Miscellaneous Documents Collection measures approximately 1.0
linear ft (D-Series Box 1, D-Series Box 2, and D-Series Box Oversized).
The subseries contains documents and other materials related to various
Underhill families, including deeds, wills and estate papers,
correspondence, marriage certificates, bills, receipts, and bonds, as well as
genealogical records and cemetery transcriptions (about 335 items).
Included is a subset of papers of the Underhill and Quinby families,
consisting of letters, journals, tax records, poems, obituaries, and records
relating to Quaker meetings in Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Virginia
collected by Elizabeth Cornell Quinby Underhill, the wife of Charles R.
Underhill and the mother of Hannah M. Underhill Isaac. Items of note in
this group of about 35 documents include a journal of a journey from
Westchester County to Cayuga and Tompkins Counties in upstate New
York, 1835, with mention of visits with various family members; accounts
of Josiah Quinby and Aaron Quinby; a genealogy of the Field family from
ca. 1525 to 1850; genealogical notes on the Quinby family; and
miscellaneous papers of the Sutton and Isaac families.

1.0 linear ft

All records are in English

D. Harris Underhill registered by number the documents of this subseries in a ledger
that recorded gifts (“antiquities”) to the collection. Listings begin with No. 201 and
stop with No. 542 (1931). Nos. 201-223 are recorded as donated in 1904, while No.
224 begins a new sequence starting in 1900. Most ledger entries provide information
on the various donors.

In July 2003 then-Archivist John Catanzariti compiled an extensive memorandum on
the provenance of the Underhill-Quinby Papers that form a subset of the
Miscellaneous Documents Collection:

This memorandum concerns issues relating to the inventorying of the contents of the
hair trunk of Elizabeth C. Underhill (A-0361), especially the papers originally stored
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there and accessioned by Julia Clark as D-0361-xxx (where x represents a 3-digit
subseries number).

These issues came into focus in June 2003 when I was looking through one of the
several boxes of unprocessed documents from the D-Series in the Board Room closet
and noticed a handful of items Julia Clark had tentatively placed in folders that she
marked with the designation “D-0361?”. In attempting to see how these might fit
into the D-0361-xxx papers, the following questions arose:

1. How did Julia Clark know which subseries numbers to assign the documents
in the hair trunk she had already inventoried?

2. Why were there gaps in the subseries numbering ?
These questions led me to look more carefully at the notations on the

documents in D-0361-xxx already inventoried by Julia Clark. Based on an
examination of each of these documents, I found that:

1. Almost every document contained a penciled number, usually written in the
upper right-hand corner of the first page, by D. Harris Underhill (more on his
involvement below):

Exceptions:

a. D-0361-002 is numbered on an interior page of the document.

b. D-0361-020 has no number, the upper right corner of the first page
being torn away and the upper right corner of the 3d page also being torn and

hanging delicately.

c. D-0361-062, -063, and —064 (two pieces of 18th-century currency and
a 19th-century stock certificate) have no numbers.

2. Almost every document bore a notation by D. Harris Underhill, almost always
written in red ink, that (with variations) is in substance identical to this one inscribed
on D-0361-021: “To D. Harris Underhill from his Aunt Hannah M. Isaac July 19,
19037 / “From the Hair Trunk of Elizabeth C. Underhill.” [SEE REPHRASING OF
THIS AT HEAD OF LIST OF HAIR TRUNK DOCS IN USAD0049.DOC]
Exceptions:

a. D-0361-002 is inscribed in pencil.

b. D-0361-062, -063, and -064 are not inscribed.
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The penciled numbering established that Julia Clark had inventoried the Underhill-
Quinby Family Papers by assigning numbers accordingly. While the absence of
numbering on D-0361-062, -063, and —064 is understandable—there is very little space
on the documents for numbering and inscriptions, and D.H.U. apparently did not wish to
deface these small and valuable items—a puzzle remains unsolved: how did Julia Clark
know which subseries numbers to assign these items, as well as D-0361-020, in her
inventory?

When I mentioned this problem to Harry Macy, Jr., he suggested looking in the hair
trunk itself. I had looked inside the hair trunk several years ago and remembered seeing
nothing more than cloth, but at that time I was not as familiar with the Underhill-Quinby
Family Papers and was not puzzling over the subseries numbering. Looking into the
trunk this time I noticed a small piece of paper next to the embroidery in the trunk. This
turned out to be a description of the embroidery, and it not only had D. Harris
Underhill’s usual identifying notation in red ink but, like the others, was also numbered
in pencil in the upper right corner, though a bit illegibly (it is probably no. 65, which is
not a number in the D-Series inventory). This explains the gaps in the subseries
numbering: not all the contents were documents, some were antiquities.

Further inspection of the hair trunk almost serendipitously yielded several important
clues about the trunk and how the contents came to the Underhill Society of America.
While reviewing each of the inventoried documents in the subseries, I had noticed that
on D-0361-081, the last subseries item in Julia Clark’s inventory, D.H.U.’s red-ink
inscription contained additional information. Part in the lower left corner was torn
away, however, and Julia Clark was only able to quote the legible part in her entry in
the inventory as follows: “D. Harris Underhill from his Aunt Hannah M. Isaac July 19,
1903. Articles contained are all numbered [ | and each article written on.” While
looking at the small piece of paper describing the inventory, I noticed a tiny scrap in the
trunk that had words and parts of words on red ink on one side. Remembering the
problem with the inscription on D-0361-081, I was able to determine that this tiny piece
was the missing lower left corner of that item. When pieced together, the inscription
read in full: “To D. Harris Underhill from his Aunt Hannah M. Isaac July 19, 1903. The
articles contained are all numbered recorded and each article written on.” This
inscription suggests that D. Harris Underhill made an inventory of the contents of the
trunk (both documents and antiquities) in which he assigned a number to each item, and
that it was D.H.U. who penciled the numbers on the documents inventoried by Julia
Clark.

At this point two cross-references in Julia Clark’s inventory of the Underhill-Quinby
subseries jumped out at me and led to additional findings about the provenance of the
trunk and its contents. The descriptions of D-0361-029 and D-0361-058 contain cross-
references to D-0369 and D-0370, respectively. Both of these items bear D.H.U.’s item
numbering and red-ink inscriptions. Unlike all the other items in his subseries, however,
they also bear antiquity numbers, respectively 369 and 370, in D.H.U.’s hand, because
he loaned them to the Underhill Society on September 5, 1921, and assigned them the
antiquity numbers at that time. (He had already published the texts of both documents in
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the 26th Annual Report, 1918, pp. 18-19.) Nearly a year earlier D.H.U. had received
the hair trunk itself on loan to the Underhill Society from Charles Watts Underhill
(great-grandson of Hannah Underhill Isaac Mekeel, to whom the trunk was said to have
belonged) and assigned it antiquity No. 361. Both the trunk and the two documents are
recorded in D.H.U.’s register of antiquities (now in the Vertical File) and in the list of
numbered in antiquities in the Annual Reports (33d Annual Report, 1925, p. 9; repeated
in 35th Annual Report, 1927, pp. 16-17). Except for D-0369 and D-0370, none of the
documents received by D.H.U. from his aunt in 1903 and inventoried as the subseries of
D-0361 by Julia Clark were recorded either in D.H.U.’s register of antiquities or in the
list of antiquities in the Annual Reports. Clearly, D. Harris Underhill regarded the
documents and antiquities he received in 1903 from the hair trunk (though not the trunk
itself, which, as noted above, was loaned to the Society in 1920 by C. W. Underhill) as
his own property gifted to him by his aunt. At some point after his death these
documents and antiquities came into the hands of the Underhill Society and sometime
after that returned to the trunk, inasmuch as Harry Macy, Jr., advised me in June 2003,
that the subseries documents inventoried by Julia Clark were found in the trunk when
they were brought to the Underhill Society house in Oyster Bay for exhibition prior to
her arrival as Archivist.

With this information, it is now possible to reach some tentative conclusions:

1. If D. Harris Underhill did in fact make an inventory of the antiquities and
documents given to him by his aunt in 1903, it is either no longer extant or has not
vet been found in the Underhill Society collections.

2. hat all the documents and antiquities in the hair trunk (except D-0369 and
D-0370) and the trunk itself (A-0361) came to the Underhill Society after the death
of D. Harris Underhill.

3. That any artifactual antiquities once in the trunk almost certainly
represent some or all of the gaps in the subseries numbering in the Underhill-Quinby
inventory, and have been lost or conceivably may be stored in the Hall closet and
other storage areas in the house.*

4. That none of the unprocessed items tentatively linked to D-0361 by Julia
Clark were among the documents given to D. Harris Underhill in 1903 (and may not
ever have been in the hair trunk) because they do not contain D.H.U.’s numbering or
his telltale red-ink inscription indicating that he had received them from his aunt in
1903. This suggests that these documents, while possibly originating with the
Underhill-Quinby family, came into the possession of the Underhill Society of
America by other means at a later date.

I should mention that the trunk also contains a reproduction, on paper or parchment,
of the Herrick family crest (unnumbered and unannotated by D.H.U.). It is not
readily apparent at this time whether this document is related to or belongs with the
trunk.
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Trunk name

In his notations on the papers and antiquities D. Harris Underhill received from his aunt
Hannah M. Underhill Isaac, he described the trunk as that of Elizabeth C. Underhill.

In the Annual Report for 1925 DHU listed No. 361 as: “Hair Trunk owned by Hannah 1.
McKeel.” In the 1927 report he relisted it as: “Hair covered trunk that belonged to
Hannah 1. Mekeel.”

In his register of antiquities he listed it in 1920 as the “Hair Trunk of Hannah I. Mekell,”
and wrote: “Loaned to the Underhill Soc. Library by her Great Grandson Charles Watts
Underhill son of Walter Underhill son of Elizabeth C. Underhill dau of Hannah I.
Mekeel.”

QUESTION: were DHU's inscriptions in red ink written in 1903? Or later when the
trunk (by Charles W. Underhill) and two of the documents (by DHU) were loaned to the
Underhill Society?

Processing Information

D. Harris Underhill’s register formed the basis for Archivist Julia Clark’s processing
of both the A-Series (Antiquities, or artifacts) and D-Series (Documents). However,
Underhill made no distinction between artifacts and documents in assigning
consecutive numbers, and so gaps appear in the numbering of both series’
inventories.

Preferred Citation

Miscellaneous Documents Collection. Underhill Society of America.

Subjects
Underhill Society of America

Subjects-Topical
Underhill burying ground (Locust Valley, N.Y.)
Underhill family

Types of Materials
Correspondence
Deeds
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Estate papers
Financial instruments
Genealogies

Journals

Marriage certificates
Transcriptions

Related Material
Related material found in the Society Archives includes the D. Harris Underhill
Papers, 1886-1936 (U-Series U-0013) and the Images Series (I-Series), which
contains photographs of Quinbys and Underhills related to documents.

D. Harris Underhill’s register of the documents appears related to an earlier register
that he prepared with his daughter Lucinda. This earlier ledger, currently maintained
in the Archives vertical file, contains a manuscript “Record of the Antiquities in the
possession of Frank Y. Underhill [UG #3085] Locust Valley LI, NY,” listing item
Nos. 1-192 and a notation about No. 193, with notations by D. Harris Underhill on
the title page: “D. Harris Underhill and daughter Lucinda H. Underhill visited Frank
Y. Underhill on Sunday Oct. 1901 and recorded the enclosed”; “Acc #5497”; and a
list of the item numbers returned to Frank Y. Underhill (these were probably the
items exhibited at the Annual Meeting of 1901: see 10th Annual Report (1902), p.
24, describing the meeting and the visit to Underhill’s home; and 19th Annual
Report [1911], pp. 1-2, for a photograph and listing of the items exhibited in 1901;
on Underhill and his antiquities, see UG, 111, 840-841).

Biographical Note

For D. Harris Underhill, see his biographical note in the finding aid for his papers in
the U-Series (U-0013).

For Quinbys and Underhills related to the Miscellaneous Documents Collection, see
the Society’s Underhill Genealogy:

Volumes I-1V. Underhill Society of America, 1932
Volumes V-VI. Baltimore: Gateway Press, 1980
Volumes VII-VIII. Baltimore: Gateway Press, 2002

Scope and Content Note
The Miscellaneous Documents Collection measures approximately 1.0 linear ft (D-
Series Box 1, D-Series Box 2, and D-Series Box Oversized). The subseries contains

documents and other materials related to various Underhill families, including deeds,
wills and estate papers, correspondence, marriage certificates, bills, receipts, and
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bonds, as well as genealogical records and cemetery transcriptions (about 335 items).
Included is a subset of papers of the Underhill and Quinby families, consisting of
letters, journals, tax records, poems, obituaries, and records relating to Quaker
meetings in Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Virginia collected by Elizabeth Cornell
Quinby Underhill, the wife of Charles R. Underhill and the mother of Hannah M.
Underhill Isaac. Items of note in this group of about 35 documents include a journal
of a journey from Westchester County to Cayuga and Tompkins Counties in upstate
New York, 1835, with mention of visits with various family members; accounts of
Josiah Quinby and Aaron Quinby; a genealogy of the Field family from ca. 1525 to
1850; genealogical notes on the Quinby family; and miscellaneous papers of the
Sutton and Isaac families.

See usad0049.pdf for an inventory of this subseries describing D-0049 to D-0542.
Arrangement

D. Harris Underhill’s register (see “Processing Information” above) formed the basis

for arranging the General Documents Collection in its numerical order. Most folders

contain a single document. Oversized materials have been assigned to the D-Series’

Oversize Box.

John Catanzariti’s extensive note on the Underhill-Quinby Family Papers subset (see

“Provenance” above) establishes the arrangement strategies regarding those
materials.
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