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Elizabeth Sullivant Collection 

 

 
Collection Overview 
 
Creator: Elizabeth Sullivant 
Title:  Elizabeth Sullivant Collection 
Dates:  1839-1907 (bulk 1839-1849) 
Abstract: The collection consists of some 95 letters, written between Matinecock, 

L.I. (and vicinity), and Hillsboro, Ohio, mainly from 1839 through 1859 
but including a few from later years.  Most of the collection was given to 
the Society in 1929-32 by Miss Elizabeth Sullivant of Columbus, Ohio, 
the grand-daughter of John (UG #1510) and Rebecca Underhill. The 
collection consists of the correspondence of John and Rebecca and their 
family with relatives they left behind on Long Island after they relocated 
to Ohio in 1839. Correspondents include Jacob S. Underhill, Thomas 
Underhill, William Henry Cock, and Ann Feeks Cock. Forty-three of the 
letters were written in 1839-1840, 24 between 1841 and 1849, 12 in the 
1850’s, and the remainder from the 1860’s to 1907. The letters include 
family news, descriptions of daily life and work in Ohio and on Long 
Island, commentary on national politics, and changes in the financial 
fortunes of the families. For a fuller description of the collection, and 
transcriptions of the first nine manuscripts, see “Letters Between Long 
Island and Ohio, 1839,” Underhill Society of America, Bulletin, August 
1982, pp. 11-32. 

Extent: 0.5 linear ft 
Language: All records are in English 
 

 

Provenance 
 

D. Harris Underhill prepared a five-page manuscript inventory of the Sullivant 
Collection, headed “Presented by Elizabeth Sullivant, 24 Hoffman Ave, Columbus 
Ohio, a descendant of Capt John Underhill, to the Underhill Soc Library Oct 14 
1932.” The inventory consists of 89 entries of “curios,” as Underhill called the 
various artifacts, letters, photographs, visiting cards, and clippings which made up 
the donation. The letters which comprise the Elizabeth Sullivant Collection as 
described in the abstract fall primarily between entries 53 and 79, with some gaps 
and later entries. 
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Processing Information 
 

The Underhill Society published nine transcriptions of letters from the collection in 
its 1982 Bulletin. See “Letters Between Long Island and Ohio, 1839,” Underhill 
Society of America, Bulletin, August 1982, pp. 11-32. 
 
In the mid-1990s Archivist Julia Clark arranged the collection by assigning 
individual catalog numbers corresponding with the numbered entries of the D. Harris 
Underhill inventory of 1932. At this time, she appears to have added ten entries, 
numbered 90 to 99, to the Underhill inventory, this according to a manuscript list in 
her hand headed “Added to the Sullivant Inventory.”  
 
Between 2003 and 2005, Archivist John Catanzariti prepared an abstract and 
descriptive inventory of the collection for the Underhill Society website, as well as a 
transcription of the D. Harris Underhill inventory which, along with the original 
manuscript, has been maintained in the Archivist’s Vertical File. 

 

 

Preferred Citation 
 

Elizabeth Sullivant Collection. Underhill Society of America. 
 

 

Subjects 
Underhill Society of America 

 

 

Subjects-Topical 
Underhill burying ground (Locust Valley, N.Y.) 
Underhill family 

 
 

Types of Materials 
Correspondence 
Estate papers 
Manuscripts 
Printed matter 

 

Related Material 
 
The D. Harris Underhill Papers (Underhill Society of America, U-0013) contain 
some correspondence with Sullivant family members. The Underhill Society’s Image 
Collection (I-0001-2008) contains photographs, cartes de visite, and other material 
related to the Sullivants and to the Sullivant donation which D. Harris Underhill 
inventoried in 1932. 
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Biographical Note 

 
Elizabeth Sullivant (1853-1938) was the eldest daughter of Joseph Sullivant (1809-
1882) and Elizabeth Underhill (1831-1903). Her mother Elizabeth, while living in 
Columbus, Ohio, became an early and active member of the Underhill Society 
during its founding period in the 1890s.  
 
Between 1929 and 1932 Miss Underhill donated the family papers which comprise 
the Elizabeth Sullivant Collection. On her death in 1938, she bequeathed her 
remaining estate of $930 to the Underhill Society. 
 
For additional information, see “Letters Between Long Island and Ohio, 1839,” 
Underhill Society of America, Bulletin, August 1982, pp. 11-32. 
 

 

Scope and Content Note 
 

The collection consists of some 95 letters, written between Matinecock, L.I. (and 
vicinity), and Hillsboro, Ohio, mainly from 1839 through 1859 but including [a] few 
from later years.  Most of the collection was given to the Society in 1929-32 by Miss 
Elizabeth Sullivant of Columbus, Ohio, the grand-daughter of John (UG #1510) and 
Rebecca Underhill. The collection consists of the correspondence of John and 
Rebecca and their family with relatives they left behind on Long Island after they 
relocated to Ohio in 1839. Correspondents include Jacob S. Underhill, Thomas 
Underhill, William Henry Cock, and Ann Feeks Cock. Forty-three of the letters were 
written in 1839-1840, 24 between 1841 and 1849, 12 in the 1850’s, and the 
remainder from the 1860’s to 1907. The letters include family news, descriptions of 
daily life and work in Ohio and on Long Island, commentary on national politics, 
and changes in the financial fortunes of the families. 
 
A descriptive inventory of the collection is available in three files (PDF format). 
 
See usad9001.pdf for an inventory of this subseries describing D-9000-053 to D-9000-066 

See usad9068.pdf for an inventory of this subseries describing D-9000-068 to D-9000-088 

See usad9090.pdf for an inventory of this subseries describing D-9000-090 to D-9000-099 
 

Arrangement 
 

The Elizabeth Sullivant Collection represents a subseries (D-9000) of the D-Series of 
documents in the Underhill Society Archives. Catalog numbers run from -053 
through -099, corresponding to the original entry numbers of D. Harris Underhill’s 
1932 inventory, and to the ten later entry numbers added by Archivist Julia Clark in 
the 1990s. Gaps in the numbering appear at -067, -074, -077, -080, -081, -082, -084, 
-085, -086, -087, and -089. Where an original Underhill entry consisted of multiple 

http://www.underhillsociety.org/PDFs/Archives/usad9090.pdf
http://www.underhillsociety.org/PDFs/Archives/usad9068.pdf
http://www.underhillsociety.org/PDFs/Archives/usad9001.pdf


Underhill Collection D-9000 Page 4 

9/3/2010 Copyright © 2009-2010 Underhill Society of America 

items, a lower-case letter has been assigned to each item. For instance the nine Cock 
family letters of Underhill entry 53 are cataloged as -053a through -053i. 
 
See below for a transcription of the Underhill inventory of 1932, with an addendum 
transcribing Julia Clark’s additional ten entries to the collection. 
 
See 1932 Inventory of the Sullivant Collection.pdf  

../../../../../../Old%20Data/USAArchs/Finding%20Aids/1932%20Inventory%20of%20Sullivant%20Collection.doc

