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Images Collection

Series Overview

Creator: Underhill Society of America
Title: Images Collection
Dates: ca. 1803-1960 (bulk 1890-1932)

Abstract: The collection consists of over 1000 photographs and other images of
Underhill family members and their homes, officers and meetings of the
Underhill Society of America, and cemeteries, monuments, and churches
associated with the family, mainly from 1890 through 1832 but including
some from earlier and later years. The annual reports of the Underhill
Society record many of the images which entered the Society’s collection
between 1896 and 1933, with a handful of items appearing only in D.
Harris Underhill’s Image Register. Formats include photographic prints,
cabinet cards, cartes de visite, clippings from newspapers and other
periodicals or books, drawings, oil paintings, panoramas, photocopies,
post cards, silhouettes, and tintypes. Photographers include Irving
Underhill and Charles D. Fredricks of New York, William Richardson of
Brooklyn, and J.E. Purdy of Boston.

Extent: 11.5 linear feet

Provenance

The collection represents a great number of photographers, studios, and sources of
acquisition. Significant donors include George H. Moorhouse of New York, Muriel
Madeline Somers Petit, Elizabeth Sullivant of Columbus, OH, Dwight Tracy of
Norwich, CT, Charles Watts Underhill of Poughkeepsie, D. Harris Underhill of
Brooklyn, Harry B. Underhill of Bellows Falls, VT, Irving Underhill of New York,
and John Torboss Underhill. Most recorded dates of actual Society acquisition fall
between 1900 and 1932.

Processing Information

Published accessions of the Images Collection appeared in the Underhill Society of
America’s annual reports, from 1896 through 1905, and again from 1912 through
1933. Many of these accessions also appeared in a manuscript ledger maintained by
D. Harris Underhill under the heading: Underhill Society of America/Underhill
Society Library/Album Record/Continued from book #2/Art Gallery/Book No. 3.
March 1922. The ledger recorded “Pictures, Photographs, Post-Cards. Portraits,
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Clippings etc presented or loaned to the Underhill Soc. Library, Lucinda Harris
Underhill, Librarian. D.H.U. 3/29/1922,” with entries continuing into 1935.

In 1981, Harry Macy, Jr, began preparing an inventory of extant Society images, a
project continued by Phebe Underhill Smith and Helen L. Strang in 1982 and then
completed by Mr. Macy, who refers to this inventory in a letter of 2 November 1989
to Society Archivist Julia Clark. It appears that Ms. Clark made this inventory the
basis of her own descriptive survey of the collection, where she included some basic
genealogical data on subjects, as well as identification of image format and
condition.

From July 1997 into January 1998, Archivist Laura Black began recording images
from itemized worksheets into a systematic Excel catalog, which John Catanzariti
completed in 2006.

Preferred Citation

Images Collection. Underhill Society of America.

Subjects
Underhill Society of America

Subjects-Topical
Underhill burying ground (Locust Valley, N.Y.)
Underhill family

Types of Materials
Photographic prints, cabinet cards, cartes de visite, clippings from newspapers and
other periodicals or books, drawings, oil paintings, panoramas, photocopies, post
cards, silhouettes, and tintypes

Related Material

The Oyster Bay Historical Society, Oyster Bay, NY, holds some Underhill-related
images, including photographs of Frank T Underhill estates in California, as well as
of individual Underhills.
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Scope and Content Note

The collection consists of over 1000 photographs and other images of Underhill
family members and their homes, officers and meetings of the Underhill Society of
America, and cemeteries, monuments, and churches associated with the family,
mainly from 1890 through 1832 but including some from earlier and later years (ca.
1803-1960, 11.5 linear feet). Formats include photographic prints, cabinet cards,
cartes de visite, clippings from newspapers and other periodicals or books, drawings,
oil paintings, panoramas, photocopies, post cards, silhouettes, and tintypes.
Photographers include Irving Underhill and Charles D. Fredricks of New York,
William Richardson of Brooklyn, and J.E. Purdy of Boston.

A descriptive inventory of the collection is available in PDF format, giving (where
available) each entry’s accession number, archival box number, subject, date,
location, appearance in annual report, Underhill Genealogy number, photographer or
artist, image size, source, and date of acquisition.

Click usaimage.pdf for a listing of this series

Arrangement

The Images Collection represents a series (I-Series) of the Underhill Society of
America Archives. Accession numbers run from I-0001 to I-2008, although only
1016 entries are extant, and reflect the numbers assigned in the Society’s annual
reports and/or marked on the images themselves:

[-0001 to I-1683 Images recorded in Annual Reports (1896-1933)
[-1684 to I-1703 Images received between 1933 and 1935
[-2000 to I-2008 Images acquired significantly later

The collection is housed in 16 standard archival boxes, three oversize boxes, two
rolled-panorama boxes, and five individual boxes for daguerreotypes and tintypes.
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