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Willard Underhill Taylor Papers, 1932-1940 

 

 
Subseries Overview 
 
Creator: Willard Underhill Taylor 

Title:  Willard Underhill Taylor Papers 

Dates:  1932-1940 

Abstract: The Willard Underhill Taylor papers measure approximately 0.5 linear ft 

(17 folders, Box USA WUT 1932-1940 U-0016) and date from 1932 to 

1940. The subseries documents his term as President of the Underhill 

Society of America. Papers include correspondence and copies of minutes 

for the Society’s annual meetings in 1935, 1937, 1938, and 1939 

Extent: 0.5 linear ft 

Language: All records are in English 

 

 

Processing Information 
 

The papers received some processing from former Society Archivist Julia Clarke 

during the 1990s when they were arranged chronologically and divided among 

seventeen folders. This arrangement has been preserved. An inventory of the letters 

was prepared by Philip Blocklyn in 2008. 

 

 

Preferred Citation 
 

Willard Underhill Taylor Papers, 1932-1940. Underhill Society of America. 

 

 

Subjects 
Underhill Society of America 

 

 

Subjects-Topical 
Underhill burying ground (Locust Valley, N.Y.) 

Underhill family 

 

 

Types of Materials 
Correspondence 

Minutes 
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Related Material 
Related material found in the Society Archives includes the Myron C. Taylor Papers, 

The John Garret Underhill, Sr., Papers (as corresponding Secretary of the Society), 

and The Allen B. Underhill Papers (as Treasurer of the Society).  

 

Biographical Note 

 
Willard Underhill Taylor was born July 19, 1868, in Lyons, NY, the son of William 

Delling Taylor (1844-1918) and Mary Morgan Underhill (1833-1907). He was 

graduated from the Lyons Union School (1887), Cornell University (Ph. B., 1891), 

and New York Law School (LL. B., 1893). He specialized in admiralty, corporation, 

and commercial law and was a senior partner of the law firm of MacFarland, Taylor 

& Costello of New York City. He served as executive or director of several 

corporations and held memberships in the Bar Association of New York, the 

American Bar Association, The Maritime Exchange of New York, and the New 

York Chamber of Commerce.  

 

Taylor married Evelyn Wood Keeler of Auburn, NY, and raised three children: Mary 

Morgan Taylor de Marigny, Willard Underhill Taylor, Jr., and Annette Evelyn 

Taylor. Residences included New York City and Long Island. 

 

Taylor served the Underhill Society of America as Counsel and Vice-President 

before assuming the presidency in 1932, holding that office until his death in Garden 

City, NY, on April 18, 1940. 

 

Source: Underhill Society of America. Underhill Genealogy. III, 984. V., 564. 

 

 

Scope and Content Note 
 

The Willard Underhill Taylor papers measure approximately 0.5 linear feet and date 

from 1932 to 1940. The subseries documents his term as President of the Underhill 

Society of America. Papers include correspondence and copies of minutes for the 

Society’s annual meetings in 1935, 1937, 1938, and 1939.  

 

Correspondents include L. Rodney and Portia Willis Berg, Josephine C. Frost, 

Myron C. Taylor and his secretary William C. Fitch, Allen B. Underhill (as Society 

Treasurer), D. Harris Underhill and John Garrett Underhill (each as Corresponding 

Secretary), and Francis Jay Underhill (Society’s 4
th
 President).  

 

One folder (Folder 13) holds approximately thirty items of correspondence relating 

to the contents of the Underhill Society Library, placed in storage on Varick Street in 

New York City in 1935, as well as material from the estate of D. Harris Underhill 

shipped from Vermont by his daughter Lucinda Underhill in 1937. 
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Arrangement 
 

The Willard Underhill Taylor papers are arranged in seventeen folders: 

 

Folder 1:  Correspondence, 1932 

Folder 2:  Correspondence, 1933 

Folder 3:  Correspondence, 1934 

Folder 4:  Correspondence, January-March 1935 

Folder 5:  Correspondence, April 1935 

Folder 6:  Correspondence, May-June 1935 

Folder 7:  Correspondence, July-September 1935 

Folder 8:  Correspondence, October-December 1935 

Folder 9:  Correspondence, 1936 

Folder 10:  Correspondence, 1937 

Folder 11:  Correspondence, 1938 

Folder 12:  Correspondence, 1939-1940 

Folder 13:  Library Correspondence, 1935-1938 

Folder 14:  Minutes of Annual Meeting, 1935 

Folder 15:  Minutes of Annual Meeting, 1937 

Folder 16:  Minutes of Annual Meeting, 1938 

Folder 17:  Minutes of Annual Meeting, 1939 

  

 

 

 


