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FRANCIS TOWNSEND UNDERHILL COLLECTION 
 

 

 

1. Confirmatory patent for the Town of Oyster Bay issued by Edmund Andros, 

Governor of New York, 29 September 1677, a “True Coppy” made and attested by 

George Townsend, the Oyster Bay Town Clerk from 1712 to 1723; 1 folio mounted 

 

NOTE: the text from which this MS was copied is printed in 

Daniel Underhill, Jesse F. Merritt, Winslow S. Pierce, and 

John Cox, Jr., comps., Oyster Bay Town Records (New 

York, 1916-1940), I, 307-309 

 

2. Deed of John Seaman to Jacob Townsend, both of Oyster Bay, 4 May 1720, 

signed and sealed by Seaman and witnessed by Jacob Willets and Benjamin Stanton, 

attested by James Dickinson, a Justice of the Peace for Queens County, on 23 March 

1722 [i.e., 1721?]; 1 folio mounted 

 

NOTE: the text copied from this MS into Liber F of the town 

records is printed in Oyster Bay Town Records, IV, 451-

452 

 

3. Two conjoined documents relating to meadows on West Neck and the 

adjoining Little Neck in the town of Oyster Bay: the first, a proceeding of the Oyster Bay 

Town Meeting, 14 July 1671, recording the names of the owners of 18 shares in the 

meadows, drawn by lot, and appointing five men to lay out the West Neck; the second, an 

undated record of the laying out of the shares; each made and attested as “A True 

Coppey” by Jacob Townsend, the Oyster Bay Town Clerk from 1759 to1773, 1775 to 

1776, and 1783 to1789; 2 folios mounted 

 

NOTE: the text from which the first document in this MS was 

copied is printed in Oyster Bay Town Records, I, 217-218 

 

 4. Arbitration decision signed and sealed by Samuel Haight, Benjamin Birdsall, 

and James Cock, 31 July 1711, giving their decision in a dispute between James 

Townsend and John Williams about the salt meadows on Unqua Neck in the Town of 

Oyster Bay; 1 folio mounted 

 

5. Deed to land on the south shore of Long Island [in the area of present-day 

Massapequa], from “Captn: Opasum allias Osawoys an Indian and Son unto Takapausha 

Sachem,” to Adam Wright, Job Wright, John Wright, Thomas Weekes, and Thomas 

Townsend of Oyster Bay, 17 September 1683, in which Indian John Hunts, James 

Weekes, and John Rogers are named as witnesses, to which is subjoined assignments 

made by Thomas Townsend to his son-in-law Thomas Jones, 4 September 1713, and by 

Thomas Weekes to Mrs. Freelove Jones, 18 February 1713/14, with Samuel Seaman and 

John Clement named as witnesses, and a notation that all of the above was entered into 
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the record on 14 July 1715 by J. Smith, Queens County Clerk, the whole being “A True 

Copy” made from that entry in Liber C, pp. 60-61, by Whitehead Hicks, Queens County 

Clerk, and attested by him, on 2 January 1771; 1 folio mounted 

 

 6. Probated will of Jacob Townsend, 13 June 1739, in which Nathaniel Townsend, 

Jacob Seaman, Zebulun Seaman, and Samuel Willis are named as witnesses, being “A 

true Copy” in the hand of Goldsborough Banyar, Deputy Secretary of the Province of 

New York, annexed to the original certificate of probate approved and signed by him, 7 

October 1751, with the seal of the Province attached; 6 folios mounted 

 

NOTE: this will is recorded in New York Wills, Liber 17, pp. 443-

449 

 


