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Francis Townsend Underhill Collection

Collection Overview

Creator: Francis Townsend Underhill

Title: Francis Townsend Underhill Collection

Dates: 1677-1771

Abstract: The collection consists of six manuscripts chiefly concerning parcels of

land in the present-day Town of Oyster Bay on Long Island in the 17th
and 18th centuries, including an 18th-century copy of the confirmatory
patent for the Town issued by Edmund Andros, Governor of New York,
29 September 1677. For genealogical and biographical information about
Francis Townsend Underhill, see Josephine C. Frost, Harry Macy, Jr., and
Carl J. Underhill, eds., Underhill Genealogy (New York and Baltimore,
1932- ), 5: 562; and an article by Walker A. Tompkins in the Underhill
Society Bulletin, June 1963, pp. 26-27.

Extent: 0.1 linear ft

Language:  All records are in English

Provenance

The collection was assembled by Francis Townsend Underhill (1863-1929)—a
colorful and talented Oyster Bay-born socialite and eccentric who was, among other
things, a celebrated horseman, one-term congressman from New York, and later a
scientific livestock breeder, landscape gardener, and architect of Santa Barbara,
California. His widow (née Carmelita Dibblee) donated the six documents to the
Underhill Society of America in 1960 through Dudley Field Underhill (see Bulletin
of the Underhill Society of America, February 1961, p. 10). Harry Macy, Jr., later
recovered them from the estate of Dorothy H. McGee in 2005.

Processing Information

In 2005, Archivist John Catanzariti prepared an abstract and descriptive inventory of
the collection for the Underhill Society’s website, based in part on information from
the Society’s February 1961 Bulletin.

In November 2008, Archivist Philip Blocklyn moved Documents 2-6 from a
temporary box of unrelated materials to the end of the second box of the D-Series.
Document 1, the 18"™-century copy of the Town of Oyster Bay’s Andros Patent,
remains in the Oversize Documents box. At this time, a test of these documents’
folders indicated acidity, and so archival folders were chosen as replacements
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(original folders retained separately). Also at this time, index cards and typed labels
indicating each document’s subject and provenance were preserved but moved to the
Archivist’s Vertical File, under “Underhill, Francis Townsend UG# 5407.”

Preferred Citation

Francis Townsend Underhill Collection. Underhill Society of America.

Subjects
Underhill Society of America

Subjects-Topical
Underhill family

Types of Materials
Deeds
Estate papers
Patent
Proceedings

Related Material

For related documentary material regarding 17"- and 18"-century land transactions
in the Town of Oyster Bay, Long Island, see:

Oyster Bay, N.Y. Oyster Bay Town Records. New York: Tobias A. Wright, 1916-
1940.

Biographical Note

Francis Townsend Underhill (1863-1929), grew up in New York City and Oyster
Bay on Long Island, the son of James Weeks Underhill (1819-1867) and Margaret
Varnum (1834-1874). After commanding a volunteer company in Cuba during the
Spanish-American War, he served for a time as secretary to E. H. Harriman.

After 1900, Underhill made Santa Barbara, California, his permanent home, where

he designed a number of great residential estates and gardens, particularly in
Montecito.
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In 1883 Underhill married Henrietta Graham Meyer, with whom he had four
children. After their marriage ended in divorce in 1900, he married Carmelita
Dibblee, who was still living in Montecito at the time she donated her husband’s
collection to the Underhill Society.

Source: Underhill Society of America. Underhill Genealogy. V, 562.

Scope and Content Note

The collection consists of six manuscripts chiefly concerning parcels of land in the
present-day Town of Oyster Bay on Long Island in the 17th and 18th centuries,
including an 18th-century copy of the confirmatory patent for the Town issued by
Edmund Andros, Governor of New York, 29 September 1677.

Signatories and witnesses to the other documents include Benjamin Birdsall, John
Clement, James Cock, Samuel Haight, John Hunts, John Rogers, Jacob Seaman,

John Seaman, Samuel Seaman, Zebulun Seaman, Benjamin Stanton, Nathaniel
Townsend, James Weekes, Jacob Willets, and Samuel Willis.

Arrangement

See processing note above and inventory descriptions for final arrangement of this
collection.
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