
Diary of Sarah Constance Eastman Underhill 

3 June 1880—6 May 1888 

 
m. 1841, William Tarbox Underhill 

UG Sampson #209, VI., 1105 

 

With later entries, by others 

Donor: Arnold E. Underhill 
 

 

 

Entries, by leaf 
 

Front free endpaper 
 

Presented to / Sarah C Underhill / 1878 

 

1 Title page (printed) 
 

2 Index (printed) 
 

3R [5] 
June 3, 1880. This is my birth day. I am 62 years old. My time here on earth will not be 

long; Time how it swiftly passes away 

 

[in another hand] 

Sarah C Underhill Born June 3, 1818 

  Passed away Sept. 1, 1818 

  Geneseo, Illinois. 

 

Husband 

Wm T Underhill Born Apr – 1 – 1816 

  Passed away Oct. 5, 1900 

  Geneseo, Illinois 

 

3V [6] 
Jan 1, 1881. 

This day we took dinner with Hattie [daughter Hattie Maria] 

 

Jan 4. I went to Victor [IL] took dinner with Katie [daughter Kate Leona] 

 



Jan 29. Eugene & Jennie [son Julius Eugene and his wife Jennie E. Barnes] arrived from 

Kansas this eve about five 0clock, we were very glad to see them 

 

Jan 31. Esther Warren went home this morn 

 

Feb 1. Eugene Jennie & I went to Victor to see Katie & Hattie 

 

2. Katie came home 

8. Hattie came home to day 

 

9. Husband Eugene Jennie & I went to Mr Hortons to the festival this day Katie 

went back to Victor 

 

19.  We all went over to F C Smiths this day 

 

20.  all went to Church 

 

22. Eugene hauled corn [?] 4 days 

 

Mar 1. E & J went to Victor on the cars 

 

7. they came home this day 

 

9. E & J & I went to Marengo [IL] 

 

13.  All went to Church 

 

4R [7] 
23. We all went to Marengo E & J staid 

 

26. This is Eugenes birth day came home from Marengo 

 

28 Sent the money to Mr Barnes 

 

April 1. This is Husbands birth day 65 years old 

 

5 E & J & I went to Ladora [IA] 

 

14 Jennie went to Montazuma [IL] 

 

19. Eugen went over to work for Mr Warren 

 

24 Went over to Wattys a little while this eve [son Robert Waterman?] 

 

25 I washed this day I am very tired 

 



26. Went to town Jennie came on the train from Montazuma 

 

27. I and Husband went over and see Mrs Smith She is not well and is failing every 

day 

 That Note of Mr Phelps 

 

28. Recd a postal from Katie this morn  

 Went over to Wattys a little while then came home and ironed I was very tired 

Eugene & Jennie went to Victor this morn 

 

29. I have been making some fries and frying cakes I get so tired every day Eugene & 

Jennie came home from Victor and Hattie came with them 

 

30. Jennie went to Marengo and back this eve; Katie and the children came home this 

eve 

 

May 1. Sabbath day I did not go to Church Husband & I went over and see Mrs Smith she 

will not live long her time here in this world is short but se do not know how soon 

we shall be called to go 

 

4V [8] 
May 2. I did not wash but Jennie did Hattie went home this morn on the train 

 

3. I have been cooking some but feel very tired this eve 

 

4. This morn Eugene & Jennie started for Kansas I was so sorry to see Eugene leave 

for I never expect to see him again but I hope we shall all be prepared to meet in 

Heaven where parting never comes and there are no tears shed and sorrow is 

unknown J & Katie washed to day 

 

5. It is quite warm and looks like rain I moved my bed into the North room this 

morn 

 This afternoon Dave [Katie’s first husband, David Cramer] came 

 

6. This morning Katie & Dave and the children started to go to Tiffin Husband and I 

went to town with them 

 This eve Hattie came here from Bell Plaine [Belle Plaine IA] took Yda over to go 

to Cedar Rapids 

 

7. It has rained a number of times to day this after noon Hattie & I started to go to 

town but it rained so hard that we went down as far as Mr Wilssons and then 

came back after ten we went down and got the mail. This morn about eight oclock 

Mrs F. C. Smith died her troubles and trials here are at an end in this world she 

was a good woman & kind mother soon the time will come for us to leave life is 

short and time is passing fast away O may we meet on the blest shore where 

parting shall be known no more 



 

May 

 

8. This morn husband & I went over to Mrs Smiths she was buried in Victor Hattie 

went over to Victor this afternoon 

 Soon shall I pass the gloomy vale 

 Soon all my mortal powers must fail 

 O maymy last expireing breath 

 His loveing kindness sing in death 

 

5R [9] 
 

May 9. I did not wash to day it looked so much like rain this afternoon we had a nice 

shower 

 

10. It is quite rainy to day 

 

11.  I washed to day this eve I am very tired Husband went to town this afternoon I 

cannot think what is the reason that I do not have a letter from Fannie 

 

12.  To day I feel very tired after supper I went over to Wattys and staid a little while 

 

13. I ironed t day this afternoon we had a very heavy shower 

 

14. It is Saturday another week has gone never to return Husband has gone to town. I 

recd a letter from Jennie 

 

15.  Sabbath day I did not get a chance to go to Church this afternoon Hattie & T. 

[Hattie’s husband T. C. Howard] cane staid till a little past five then went back to 

Victor 

 

16. I washed to day. Mr Merchant was here and took dinner he came from Marengo 

and Mr Nixon from Grinnell [IA] was here and took supper 

 

17.  This morn I did not feel very well James Smith called here and this afternoon Mr 

Morgan came here to work on the fence. This eve Louise & Laura Wilson were 

here a short time every thing looks nice and green 

 

18. they have got the fence finished to day this eve Hattie came home Mr Lewis 

brought her from Ladora she came down on the train 

 

19. It is seven [rest of entry excised from leaf] 

   

5V [10] 
 



May 20. It has been a nice cool day this afternoon Hattie went over to Victor horse back 

to get the buggy 

 

21. This forenoon I have been at work about the house this afternoon Hattie and I 

went to town about half past ten True came. I called on Mrs Western . received a 

letter from Fannie  

 

22. This is the Sabbath but I did not go to Church Mr & Mrs Dennie with their three 

children came here and took supper 

 

23. Hattie & I washed Husband & True went to Victor 

 

24.  This day I do not feel very well Addie [wife of son Robert Waterman] and three 

of the children were here and spent the day after supper H and I went to town and 

Mr Lewis came here and spent the night 

 

25. This morn Mr Smith [Morey?] Smith came here and spent the day in the 

afternoon he went over to Wattys and took supper then came back here and spent 

the night Laura & Lonie came over a little while this eve 

 

26. This forenoon Husband took Addie over to Ed Wilders in the afternoon Hattie & I 

went to town and after we came back Husband went over after Addie he likes to 

wait on other women better than he does on me (we spent the afternoon at Mr 

Dennies) 

 

27. This forenoon I have been at work about house and in the afternoon I went doen 

town & Addie went with me 

 

28.  This morn Hattie & I went down to Mrs Jack Smiths and she cut my wrapper 

 

Leaves 6 and 7 (not present) 

 

8R [15] 

 
[June] 

 

29. This day I washed about eleven oclock Hattie came and T. came with her he hung 

my doors. Mr Sherman and Mr Wilson from Marengo were here and took dunner 

Husband sold the Norton colt to Mr Wilson for seventy five dollars T went back 

to Victor after dinner we had a heavy shower this noon 

 

30. It has been raining today quite a number of times but not much at a time Husband 

went to town 

 

July 1. 1881. 



 This is the first day of the month I have been canning fruit Husband went to town 

to day 

 

2. This morn it is very warm Esther Warren came here and took dinner then about 

five in the afternoon she went over to Wattys and spent the night 

 Today about noon we heard that the President was had been assiniated had been 

shot Husband went to town this afternoon and T. came here and spent the night 

  

 Marginal notation in separate hand: Pres Garfield by a Republican] 

 

3.  This is the Sabbath I did not go to Church Husband went over to Mrs Shermans 

and got the buggy I staid here alone Hattie & T. went back to Victor this forenoon 

 

4. This is the fourth of July Husband and I went to Marengo and spent the day we 

went to Mr Miles’ and took dinner had a very pleasant time when we went to 

Marengo in the morn we called to Mr Sherman a short time in the eve after we got 

home Mrs Nixon came here from Grinnell and spent the night and the next day till 

noon 

 

5. then we took her down to Mr Wilsons and Husband and I went to town in the eve 

Esther Warren came 

 

6. This is day we washed it is very warm 

 

7. This day Esther ironed it is very warm Husband went to town rec’d a letter from 

Hattie 

 Mrs Naugh was here and picked gooseberries 

 

8V [16] 
 

July 8. To day we have been picking fruit it is very warm 

 

9. Recd a letter from Fannie Husband did not go to town today 

 

10. This is the Sabbath I did not go to Church it began to rain about nine oclock last 

eve and rained most of the night This day I wrote a letter to Katie to day Husband 

went to town the creek was very high 

 

11. This morn I wrote a letter to Hattie Husband went to town I sewed the covering 

for Wattys hay stack 

 

12. Esther ironed today Husband went to town and to [?] he was very tired when he 

got home 

 

13.  This day Husband did not go to town 

 



14. It has been very warm here to day this eve Hattie came she walked from town and 

she was very tired Husband went to town we began to clean the chambers to day 

Rec’d a letter from Eugene & Jennie 

 

15. It has been very warm here to day Husbands went to town Esther has got the 

chambers all cleaned to day 

 

16. It has been very warm to day this eve Husband and I went to town Mr Nixon 

came here and spent the night 

 

17. This is the Sabbath it is some cooler to day this eve Hattie went back to Victor T. 

came over after her Watty was here and took supper I wrote a letter to Mary 

[daughter Mary Eaton] 

 

18. This day Esther washed Husband worked over to Wattys This afternoon haying he 

got very tired 

 

19. This day Esther finished picking the gooseberries it is very warm 

 

20. We cleaned the buttery to day   

 

9R [17] 
 

21. I do not feel well to day have not sit up more than half of the day I rec’d a letter 

from Katie Husband went to town this day 

 

22. I feel better to day we cleaned the sitting room 

 

23. It has been very warm to day Husband went to mill also to town he was very tired 

when he got home 

 

24. This is the Sabbath did not go to Church 

 

25. Monday Esther washed 

 

26. To day Esther cleaned the kitchen and in the afternoon we all went to town I rec’d 

a postal from Hattie wrote a letter to Fannie also one to Katie 

 

27. This morn husband & I went to Victor did not get home till past six in the eve we 

went to Ladora and got the mail 

 

28. I feel rather tired today this morn I churned Esther went over to Wattys soon as 

she eat her breakfastin the afternoon Mrs McNaugh called here also Lonie and 

Lillie Chandler 

 



29. This morn Husband went over to the Watsons and bought the Cole cow back 

again it is very warm but I have got to iron 

 

30. This day I baked and fryed cakes and in the eve I went down town with Addie & 

Watty Husband went down town in the afternoon 

 

31. This is the Sabbath day I did not get a chance to go to Church Mr James Smith & 

his wife and Fred Smith came out here and spent the afternoon 

 

9V [18] 
 

August 1, 1881 

 

1. This day I washed I got very tired it is very warm 

 

2. I did not feel very well this morn after I got the work done up I went and lid down  

awhile and I felt better Bertie went to town and brought me a letter from Mary 

and one from Hattie saying that Willie [Hattie’s son William Truman] was sick 

with the Cholera Infantum [summer complaint] this afternoon I made a pair of 

linen pants for Husband he and Watty were stacking our hay 

 

3. This morn I went down to Victor on the cars. Willie was some better Hattie was 

not feeling very well I came home on the five o clock train 

 

4. This day I feel rather tired have not done much to day it is very warm Husband 

went to town this afternoon I rec’d a letter from Katie and I wrote a letter to 

Eugene 

 

5. This afternoon Husband & I went to town I recd a letter from Hattie saying she 

would be a t home Saturday or Sunday 

 

6. this is Saturday and it is a little warmer cooler I ironed 

 

7. This is the Sabbath this afternoon Hattie and True came home it is very warm 

 

8. I washed today I was very tired Hattie did not feel very well she did not wash any 

only her dress 

 

9. this day Hattie did not feel very well she had the summer complaint we did not 

work much to day 

 

10 Hattie is feeling much better to day it is very warm 

 

10R [19] 
 



11. Truly this has been a sad day to me Hattie was taken very sick just after breakfast 

and we sent for the Dr Bricker but she did not get much easier and at quarter past 

two she left this word of sin and sorrow for a better world I hope and trust she was 

22 years old eleven months and nine days Aggie Watson & Mrs Pomroy and Mrs 

Jack Smith laid her out, Mrs Andrews called here also T. C. Smith and James 

Smiths’ wife also Mr & Mrs Meek Mr Pomroy & Mr Kelar. Aggie Watson and 

Mr Pomroy set up the first night True came about seven o clock in the eve 

 

12. This morn Fannie and her daughter Pearl & son Freeman came on the ten oclock 

train Mrs Jack Smith was here and made her dress Mrs Chandler was here and 

staid awhile Mrs Andrews called again to day Mr & Mrs Wilson called also Mr & 

Mrs Selenberger & Mrs Norton and Sadie Mrs Butterfield 

 

13. This morn Lillie [wife of son Milo Freeman] came also Katie and her husband the 

funreal was appointed at ten in the forenoon she was buried in Victor 

 

10V [20] 
 

14. This is the Sabbath it is sad and lonely just one week ago today Hattie came home 

and now she has gone to her long home from whence she will never return 

 

15. To day Katie & Lillie washed Fannie went to Victor Husband went to Victor 

 

16. This day I went to town called on Mrs Jack Smith Husband worked on the road 

 

17. This morn Free started for home I felt sorry to see him go perhaps I will never see 

him again how uncertain is life but death is certain Lillie went to Victor and I 

went down to the depot with them Lillie came home on the five oclock train 

Husband went down after her  

 

18. To day Katie & Lillie washed they we very tired in the after noon Addie and 

Watty came over here and all the children and took supper 

 

19. This morn Lillie has been ironing for me and I have been making pies Husband & 

Fannie & Pearl went with their Father over to Mr Watsons and took dinner and 

called on Mrs Andrews 

 

20. This afternoon Fannie & Pearl and I went on the train at five o clock to Geneseo 

Ills we arrived there about twelve in the night 

 

11R [21] 
 

21. To day I feel rather tired Fannie & I went down town a little while this afternoon 

 

22. To day I went to Church to the Baptist Church in Geneseo it looked quite natural it 

made me think of days that are past and gone never to be forgotten 



May 19
th

, 1874 

  We went to Ladora, Iowa 

  This was when we moved there 

 

  Nov. 17
th

, 1882 

   Moved to Geneseo Ills 

 

 Sadie went to Washington Ills 

  Feb 26, 1885 

 

 Willie started for Kansas Mar 27, 1885. 

 

 Do not mourn or weep for me 

 You know I must go home 

 I was upon a visit here 

 But now I must return 

 

I had a shock of paralysis Jan 1887 

I has a second shock Dec 10
th
 1887 

 

11V [22] 
 

        1886 

 

How vain are all things here below  Soon shall I pass the gloomy vale 

How false and yet how fair   Soon all my mortal powers must fail 

Each pleasure hath its poison too  O may my last expiring breath 

And every sweet a snare   His loveing kindness sing in death 

 

    How short is life 

    How quickly past 

    Tomorrow we may 

    Breathe our last 

 

If Heaven be thus so glorious Lord 

Why should I stay from thence 

What folly is this that I should dread 

To die and go from hence 

 

12R [23] 
 

Dec 31, 1886 

 This day Eugene & Jennie & [?] started for Kansas 

 Arrived in Emporia Jan 15, 1887 

 

 We broke up house keeping and went down to Fannies Jan 28, 1888. 



 

 We left Fannies March 27, 1888. 

 Went to House Keeping 

 

 Willie came home from Jetmore Kansas 

 arrived here in Geneseo Ills May 6, 1888. 

 

12V [24] no entry 

 

13 not present (photocopy only) 

 

13R [25] (from photocopy) 

 
Dear Mother died to day Sept 5, 1889. 

 Grand pa Underhill Died Oct 5, 1900 

 

 A.P. Turner [?] Died Apr. 23, 1929 

Kate L. Underhill Cramer-Turner Died Dec 21, 193_ 

 

13V [26] from photocopy 

 
George E Cramer Born Feb 11, 1880 at Victor, Iowa 

George E Cramer dies July 14, 1950 

Augusta S. Cramer Born Jan. 5, 1894 

   Passed away June 25
th

 1961 

 

14 not present 

15-24 no entries 

25 not present 

26-27 no entries 

28 not present 

29-40 no entries 

41 not present 

42-50R no entries 

 

50V [100] 
 

Miss Katie Underhill 

 married 

Dec 24
th
 1875 

 to 

Daniel E. Cramer 

 married to 



Alonzo P. Turner 

Mar. 27- 1898 

 

Marginalia, in separate hand: 

[Katie Underhill] Born 9/13/1855—Died 12/21/1935 

[Daniel E. Cramer] Born 7/14/[18]53 

[Alonzo P. Turner] Born 5/15/[18]45—Died 4/23/[19]29 

 

[Katie Underhill] Passed away Dec. 21, 1935 

 

51R [101] 
 

William Tarbox Underhill was born in Piermont New Hampshire Apr 1, 1816. 

Sarah Constance Eastman was born in Danville NH June 3, 1818. 

  Were Joined in Marriage 

 In Boston Mass by Rev Robert Turnbull Dec 1, 1841. 

 

In separate hand, matching 50V [100]: 
 

Maybelle Cramer 

married 

Dec. 11- 1902 

to 

Henry J. Aubechon 

 

Previous hand: 
 

David E Cramer July 14- 1853 

Katie L [Cramer] September 18- 1855 

Nov. 3 1877 Sarha W. Cramer 

Feb. 11, 1880 George E Cramer 

July 22- 1882 Maybelle Cramer 

 

married 1875 in Iowa City [marginalia: Dec 24
th

] 

 

Marginalia: 

 

[Maybelle Cramer] Born 7/24/[18]84  Died 10/4/[19]24 

 

Maybelle Cramer Aubechom 

Married 1902 Dec. 11
th
 

James Boland 1923 

 

51V [102] and 52, no entries 

 

53R [105] 



 

Children of William T. & Sarah C. Underhill 

 

Sarah Frances was born in Boston Mass. Nov 29, 1842 

William Dunbar [was born in Boston Mass.] Feb 2 1845 

Mary Eaton was born in Franklin NH Feb 7, 1847 

Robert Waterman [was born in] Piermont N H. Jan 16, 1849 

Julius Eugene [was born in] Chelsea Vermont Mar 26, 1851. 

Milo Freeman [was born in] Haverhill NH Jan 22, 1854 

Katie Leona [was born in] Piermont N H. Sept 18, 1855 

Hattie Maria [was born in] Reynolds Ill Sept 2, 1858 

 

53V [106] through 82, no entries 

 

83 and 84 not present 

 

85 through 98R, no entries 

 

98V [196] 

 
Home Ownership 

 

August 1938 Davenport, Iowa 

 

1
st
 Home 326 South Elmwood 

 Remodeled through out 

 Jerry B. Born here 

 

2
nd

 Sept 1946 

 1522 E High St. Davenport, Iowa 

 Highest point in Davenport 

  Baby John Eugene Born & Passed away Dec. 1948 

  Ida A passed away Apr 1950 

  Remarried January 11 1952 3 

   Mable R. Kinnermann Armstrong 

  Nancy I Born Nov 1953 

  Mother Augusta Lived with us 

  Passed away June 1961 

 Sold Home Moved to New Home Retired 8/1/73 

 

3
rd

 August 1973 Deland, Florida 

 4146 Woodland Circle, Woodland Mobile Home 

  Nancy I married Sept 1973 

  Jerry B [married] August [1973] 

 



99 and 100, no entries 

 

101 not present (photocopy of 101V) 

101V [202] from photocopy 

 
Jerry Cramer 12-19-40 & Bonnie Dee Waters, born June 22- 45 

Married August 4
th

 1973 

 

Adopted 1973 Legal Last name Cramer 

Stepson Todd [?] Randall Born Oct-6-1964 

Stepdaughter Cheri Mannette Born June 11-1971 

 

1
st
 Grand child  

Jeremy Brent 

Born May 4 -1974 

 

2
nd

 Grand child 

Randell Scott 

Born Oct 29-1975 

 

3
rd

 Grand child 

Jonathan Barrett 

Born March 31, 1977 

 

4
th

 Grand child 

Michael Eugene 

Born May 1
st
 1978 

4-A.M. 

10# 9 0z – 23” long 

How about that all O,K. 

 

Jerry B. Cramer attend 

Palmer School of Chiropractic 

1975-1979 Graduate 

[?] J.B. Cramer 

Move to Boise, Idaho. Set up Chiro practice there 

 

Nancy Illine [?] & Howard Edward Anders 

11-3-53  10-29-53 

Married Sept. 8, 1973. Grace Lutheran Ch. Davenport, Iowa. 

1976 move to Mamoth Sprg Arkansas. 

1 Daughter Sarah Mae 

Born Jan- 9
th
 1981 2:48 am 3# 7 ¼ oz. (16” long) 

   4 wks old wt- 6# 11 oz. 

   9 [wks old wt] approx 15# 

 



#2 Daughter Illine Marie 

Born April 5
th
 1984 7# 3 oz. 

NOTE: These two lines in ms blue ink pen, added after photocopy was produced 

 

102R [203] from photocopy 
  

Geo. E Cramer 

 Born 2-11-1880- Victor Iowa 

passed away 7-14-1950 Davenport, Ia 

Married 3-16-1910 

   St Louis, Mo. 

To Augusta S. Abrahamson 

  Rock island Ill 

Born Jan-5-1884 Passed away June 25-1961 Davenport, Ia 

[?] illegible line 

Son- Arnold Eugene 

   Born Jan 18, 1911 

    Rock Island Ill 

Married Sept. 29, 1937 Davenport, Ia. 

to Ida A. Miller, Birth 12/15/18- passed away Apr. 27, 1950 (memorial pk.) Intern [?] 

 

3 children 

Mary Lynn (Skeeter) & Jerry Brent (Butch) 

Born 7/24/38 Davenport, Iowa 12/19/40 

John Eugene Born Dec-20, 1947- 7
00

 am 

Died at Birth 12-20-47 Davenport Ia Oakdale Cem. Family plot 7
45

 pm 

 

Remarried Jan 18, 1953 

to Mable Ruth Kinnermann-Armstrong Birth 1/22/12 Davenport, Ia. 

 1 stepdaughter- Wendy Jo Armstrong 

 Born July 13-1942 Davenport, Ia. 

 1 Daughter Nancy Illine Davenport, Ia. 11/3/53 

 

Wendy Jo & Terry Carlin Peterson 7-11-42 

Married May-27
th

 1967 

Son Zachary Carlin Born 9-2-76 Davenport, Ia. 

 

Mary Lynn & [?] Clemens 

Married August 4
th

 1968 

Separated Completed Maters Degree 

1977-78 Res. Cambridge. Mass Teaching Language 

 

Unprinted leaf and rear endpapers, no entries 


